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The figures and tables are clear and illustrative, but 
the few photographs are generally of a rather low 
quality. 
The U.S.A. authorship is reflected in the chapter 
on the legal aspects, and in the weight given to 
chemoprophylaxis and mechanical issues in preven- 
tion of infection. 
These few critical remarks should not hide the fact 
that the authors give a good review of the tubercu- 
losis situation and the tools available for changing 
the situation for the better. 
The book is worth the price for all who want to 
update their knowledge on the present situation in 
tuberculosis. 
A. Kok- Jensen 
Minimally invasive techniques in thoracic medicine 
and surgery 
M. R. Hetzel, ed. 
London: Chapman and Hall, 1994, 309 pages, 
&60.00. 
This book gives an overview on interventional 
endoscopy in chest medicine. It addresses both chest 
physicians and thoracic surgeons, as both disciplines 
are concerned with the problems of endoscopical 
treatment. 
Beginning with the basics of interventional rigid 
and flexible bronchoscopy such as patient assessment 
and selection, including the role of bronchography 
and anaesthesia, a meticulous guideline is established. 
Particular attention is paid to techniques based upon 
the use of various lasers. Laser re-section using Nd- 
YAG as well as carbon-dioxide devices is described 
in technical detail including a solid theoretical back- 
ground in laser physics. A large part of the book deals 
with principles and practice of photodynamic diag- 
nosis and therapy, covering also the recent develop- 
ments of laser-based autofluorescence detection. 
Endobronchial brachytherapy is referred to in 
a separate chapter, giving a good state-of-the-art. 
Surprisingly, the highly relevant theoretical back- 
ground of this treatment modality (i.e. dosimetry, 
radiation biology) is described less meticulously than, 
for instance, that of lasers. Stents as well as cryto- 
therapy are mentioned in smaller but informative 
sections. 
Only a small space of 20 pages, however, is 
reserved for the ‘surgical’ section of the book. 
Again, laser techniques ~ particularly Nd-YAG 
applications - are stressed in particular, whereas 
many other aspects of therapeutic thoracoscopy are 
left unmentioned. For a thoracic surgeon, therefore, 
this particular chapter will be a bit disappointing. 
The illustrations are generally good, although 
some black and white endoscopical photographs are 
difficult to discern. Like many other books on this 
topic, this one provides an abundance of illustrations 
of physicians and nurses at work. I think that most 
readers would prefer more endoscopic pre- and post- 
therapeutic photographs instead. 
The reference sections give a thorough summary of 
the most relevant literature on the respective topics. 
Due to the citation of the author’s names in mid- 
sentence, however, the text is sometimes difficult to 
read. Both contents and index sections are clear and 
facilitate an easy orientation. 
The dominating feature throughout the book is the 
fact that all authors actually talk from personal 
experience, addressing problems and pitfalls of the 
respective treatment modality that are seldom men- 
tioned elsewhere. Sometimes, however, the reader 
gets the impression, that-in spite of the flawless 
work of the individual authors - the editor may have 
been unsure about the definitive aim of the book. If 
the aim was the thorough presentation of lasers in 
minimally invasive chest medicine, the book certainly 
hit the mark. If it was a detailed review on all invasive 
techniques, the ‘non-laser’ chapters should have been 
given as much space as the others, keeping in mind 
that even today many bronchoscopists and thoracic 
surgeons have to cope without lasers. 
F. M. Smolle-Juettner 
